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SUB J : TORRIJOS' TRAVELS - AN ASSESSMENT OF 
THE ARGENTINA AND PERU TRIP. 

SUMMARY: IN TERMS OF PANAMANIAN INTERESTS AND IMAGE. 

THE JANUARY 15-25 VISIT OF CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT TORRIJOS 
TO ARGENTINA AND PERU WAS A REASONABLE SUCCESS. OFFI- 
CIALLY UNDERTAKEN TO THANK THE TWO COUNTRIES FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT OF PANAMA S POSITION ON THE CANAL ISSUE, THE 
TRIP PROVIDED TORRIJOS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERLINE 
THAT SUPPORT AND THE OCCASION TO ENHANCE HIS PRESTIGE 
AT HOME AND ABROAD. BOTH ARGENTINA AND PERU OFFERED 
TORRIJOS FRIENDLY CROWDS AND EXTENSIVE EXPOSURE, AND 
BOTH SEEMED NOT TO EXPECT TOO MUCH IN RETURN. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. TRAVELING IN RESPONSE TO INVITATIONS FROM PRESIDENTS 
PERON AND VELASCO, PANAMANIAN CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT OMAR 
TORRIJOS PAID OFFICIAL VISITS TO ARGENTINA JANUARY 15-19 
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AND PERU JANUARY 20-25. ACCOMPANIED BY MRS. TORRIJOS 
AND AN ENTOURAGE OF TWENTY-SIX OFFICIALS, NEWSMEN AND 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER SECTORS, THE GENERAL'S VISITS WERE 
BUSY AFFAIRS WITH FULL SCHEDULES OF CALLS, CONVERSATIONS, 
INTERVIEWS AND SOCIAL EVENTS. EACH VISIT ENDED WITH THE 
ISSUANCE OF A IOINT DECLARATION ESPOUSING COMMON POSITIONS ON 
A WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS. EXCELLENT COVERAGE BY EMBASSIES 
BUENOS AIRES AND LIMA HAS PROVIDED THE HIGHLIGHTS AND 
ATMOSPHERICS OF BOTH STOPS, WHILE BUENOS AIRES 0480 AND 
LIMA 0680 CONTAIN SUMMARIES OF THE JOINT DECLARATIONS. 

2. AS AN IMAGE BUILDING EXERCISE - WHICH IT WAS - THE 

TRIP WAS LARGELY SUCCESSFUL FROM THE PANAMANIAN STAND- 
POINT. BOT HOST GOVERNMENTS HAD SOMETHING TO GAIN FROM A 
TORRIJOS VISIT - IF ONLY HIS PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR MATTERS 
OF PRIMARY INTEREST TO THEM - AND THEY OFFERED HIM FRIENDLY 
CROWDS AND EXTENSIVE EXPOSURE. LOCAL MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
THE TRIP FULLY REFLECTED THAT EXPOSURE, AND IT WAS EVIDENT 
THAT IT HAD PROVIED THE EXPECTED OCCASION FOR BOOSTING 
THE PRESTIGE AND INTERNATIONAL STANDING OF PANAMA AND THE 
GENERAL. 

3. ON THE SUBSTANTIVE SIDE, THE TWO VISITS PRINCIPALLY 
PROVIDED THE GOP AN OPPORTUNITY TO PUBLICALLY UNDERLINE 
ARGENTINE AND PERUVIAN BACKING OF PANAMA’S ASPIRATIONS RE- 
GARDING THE CANAL. THE OFFICIAL REASON FOR THE TRIP WAS TO 
THANK THE TWO GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
AND IT WAS NOT UNEXPECTED WHEN IT ALSO PRODUCED FURTHER 
EXPRESSIONS OF THAT SUPPORT. THAT NEITHER JOINT DECLARA- 
TION WENT BEYOND REITERATING PREVIOUSLY STATED POSITIONS, 
HOWEVER, IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE GOP S DESIRE TO 

AVOID ANY ACTION WHICH MIGHT DISTURB THE CURRENT HIGHLY 
POSITIVE CLIMATE FOR TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. EVEN TORRIJOS' 
OFF-THE-CUFF STATEMENTS WERE BASICALLY LIMITED TO VERSIONS 
OF HIS FAVORITE SAYINGS, AND NOTHING HE SAID - AT LEAST 
IN PUBLIC - APPEARED DESIGNED TO STIR CONTROVERSY. 

4. THE OTHER ASPECT OF THE TRIP WAS TO EXPLORE ECONOMIC 
AND COMMERCIAL POSSIBILITIES. BUSINESSMEN IN THE 

PARTY ALSO REPORTEDLY HAD THE ASSIGNMENT OF EXPLAINING 
THE PANAMANIAN REVOLUTION TO THEIR COUNTERPARTS. PERHAPS 
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BECAUSE PAN AM ANI AN-PERU VIAN COOPERATION HAS BEEN PLACED 
IN A "REVOLUTIONARY" CONTEXT THAT APPEALS TO BOTH SIDES, 

THERE WAS MORE TO SHOW FROM THE LIMA STOP. AN AGREEMENT 
WAS SIGNED ON INDUSTRIAL FISHING COOPERATION AND THERE 
WERE HINTS OF MORE PERUVIAN ASSISTANCE IN THE OFFING. 

WHETHER ANYTHING OF ECONOMIC OR COMMERCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
FLOWS FROM THE BUENOS AIRES VISIT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 

TORRIJOS, HOWEVER, WAS REPORTEDLY MUCH MORE IMPRESSED WITH 
THE POPULAR ENTHUSIASM HE ENCOUNTERED IN ARGENTINA THAN 
WITH THE RECEPTION IN PERU. 
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5. COMMENT. THE GOP SEEMS TO HAVE FOUND IN FOREIGN 
TRAVEL BY TORRIJOS BOTH A CONVENIENT AND REASONABLY 
EFFECTIVE WAY OF ENHANCING ITS INTERNATIONAL IMAGE 
WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING TREATY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE U.S. 
AS DID HIS EUROPEAN TRIP IN SEPTEMBER, TORRIJOS' LATEST 
TRIP PROVIDED HIM WITH A CHANCE TO BRING PANAMA’S CASE 
TO A WIDER AUDIENCE AND IN THE PROCESS BUILD HIS 
OWN STANDING IN THE WORLD AND DOMESTIC OPINION. 

SAYRE 
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